Bankruplcy of Member.

I may add that the office copy of adjudica-
tion and the Gasefte contninmg the declarn-
tion of the bankruptey accompany the letter.

EXPORT DUTIES REPEAL: BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legislative
Asgsembly,

Tae Hox. S. H.PARKEKR : Sir,—The hon.
Mr, Wittenoom who represents the Govern-
ment in this House is unfortunately detained
at Albany. He intended to have arrived here
thig morning by the train which left Albany
last evening ; but unfortunately, owing to there
having been n ease of amall-pox on board
the steamer, the mails were kept at Albany
for the purpese of being fumigated, and
the specinl tenin did not run. In conse-
quence of this the Minister is not able to
be in his place, and he has telegraphed
asking me to move the adjournment of the
House. I think, however, it would be better
if we read the Bills we have before us a first
time before adjourning. I therefore move
that the Export Duties Repeal Bill be read a
firat time.

Quastion put and passed.

NAVAL AND MILITARY UNIFORMS BILL,

This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assewbly nnd waa read a first time.

EXCESS BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legislative
Assemby and was read n first time.

STANDARD TIME RILL.

Thie Bill waa received from the Legislative
Assembly and was read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Houge, at 4,15 o’clock p.m., adjourned
until Wednesday, 10th July, at 4.30 o’clock
p.m.

[® Juvy, 1895.]
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%:gislnﬁhr. Assembly,

Tuesday, 9th July, 1895.

Amendment of the Education Act— Re-distribution of
Seats— Disfranchisement of Setelers in the Central
Ilectoral Province—Increased Payment to Juvers
in Crimiial Cases—Standard Time Bill; third
reading—Agent-General Bill; further considered
in Committee— Post Qffice Savings Bauk Interest
Bl ; in Committee— Perth AMint Dl ; second
veading—Justices Appointment Bill;  second
veading—Correspondence re Resumption of Lands
at Bunbury for Railway Purposcs—Adjonin-
ment,

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4 p.m,
PBAYERS.

AMENDMENT OF THE EDUCATION ACT.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH, in accordance with
notics, asked the Premier, whether it was the
intention of the Government to bring in a Bill
to amend the Education Act, by nbolishing
the present dual system and establishing a
national system, free, secular, nnd compulsory.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied, as follows:—

The Government does not propose to deal
with this question at present.

The Government are bound to recognise
that those interested in the Assisted Schools
have vested interests whichk have been built
up under the law of the land during the past
25 years, and therefore, shonld it be considered
necessnry to moke any alteration in the lnw
which would affect those interests, the subject
would require t¢ be approached only after the
fullest and most careful consideration, with o
view of dealing honorably and equitably with
the interests which have been legally created.

RE-DISTRIBUTION OF SEATS,

#s. ILLINGWORTH, in accordance with
notioe, asked the Premier, whether 14 was the
intention of the Government to bring in a Bill
to amend the Constitution Act, by providing
for such a re-distribution of seats as would
give more equitable representation in this
Housa to the goldfields and other centres of
population.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that the Government did not propose to deal

. with this question at present.
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DISFRANCHISEMENT OF SETTLERS IN
THE CENTRAL PROVINCE.

Mg. RANDELL, for Mr. HooLEY, in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Premier, Whether
the report that many settlers in the Central
Electoral Province had been disfranchised, wes
true; and, if so, whether he could give the
reasons for such disfranchisement.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied: By telegram dated 30th April, the
Beturning.Officer for the Central Electoral
Province reported, that in consequence of the
Electoral Registrar for the Murchison Elect-
oral District not having sent him the Electoral
List for the Legislative Council of qualified
voters in the Murchison District, that District
would be virtually disfranchised. It wag then
too Iate to communicate with the Electoral
Registrar, nor conld the omission be recti-
fied.

INCREASED PAYMENT TO JURORS IN
CRIMINAL CASES.

Me. SOLOMON, in nccordance with notice,
agked the Attorney-General, whether it was
the intention of the Government to introduce,
during the present Session, a Bill to amend
the Juries Act, with a view to increasing the
paywent to jurors in criminal cases.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S. Burt)
replied that the Government had not any in-
tention of proposing to Parliament an altera-
tion of the law regulating the payment of
jurors in criminal eases, during the present
session.

STANDARD TIME BILL.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Legislative Council for its concurrence.

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK INTEREST
BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—Short title:

Put; and passed.

Clause 2—“In section seven of the Bust
QOffice Savings Bank Consolidation Act, 1893,
the words ‘the rate of three pounds fifteen
shillings per centuin per annum’ are hereby
repealed, and the said section shall be read as
if, in lien of the said repealed words, the fol-
lowing words were ingserted, namely, ‘o rate
to be fixed from time to time by the Governor-
in-Council, and notified in the Government
Gaczetle”

Put and pacsed.

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Clause 3—* Interest at the rate of three
pounds fifteen shillings per centum per annum
shall continue tv be paid to depositors in the
Post Office Savings Bank until the notification,
as hereinafter provided, of a different rate of
interest.”

MR. ILLINGWORTH moved as an amend.
went that the words * which shall be fixed
quarterly *' be added at the end of the ¢lause,
He thought that depositors were entitled to
have their interest fixed and paid at short
perioda,

Te ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) pointed out that n subsequent clause
made the period six months, and the amend-
ment would clash with that clanse.

Amondment, by leave, withdrawn,

Clause 4—* The Governor-in-Council may
from time to time, by notice in the Government
Garette, notify the rate of interest panyable to

' depositors in the said Savings Bank for the

six months following the date of such notice,
or for any longer time appointed therein ; and
such interest shall be payable to the said de-
positers for six months from the date of the
said notice, or for such longer time as afore.
said, and shall continue further payable until
superseded by another such notice, issued and
published as aforesaid.”

Me. RANDELL hoped that a monih's notice
would be given to depositors of any proposed
alteration in the rate of interest, before the
new rate came into force.

M=r. ILLINGWORTH moved that the words
" gix months ” be struck out of the clause, with
the view of inzerting " three months.” His
desire, as he had already indicated, was that
the depositors should have their interest pay-
able at short periods.

Mr. MARMION thought it would lead
to a lot of confusion if the interest on de-
posits was liable to be changed every three
months. A period of six wonths would be
easier for purposes of calculation than if
the rate of interest was liable to fAuctuate four
times a year. Six months, he thoaght, was
quite short enough time.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) did
not think it would be iu the interests of the
depositors themselves to have the time
shortened.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH szaid he did not wish
to press the amendment if the Government,
were adverse to it,

Amendment withdrawn,
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Mr. GEORGE would prefer to see the term 1 creasing it for & period of twelve wonths, if

extended, instead of shortened. He would
like to see twelve months subsﬁtu@ed for six,
and he moved, as an amendment, that the
word “gix” be struck out and the word
“twolve” inserted in lien thercof. He said
his reasons for doing so were pretty nearly
the same as he had ndduced on the second
reading, and it was not necessary for him to
recapitulate them. He thought that those
who used this Savings Bank for purposes of
thrift, and for putting by their little eco-
nomi¢s when they had a chance, shounld
have as much security as could possibly be
given to them, ag to the length of time the
interest they were rveceiving on their money
wad to run, He did mpot think it would be
wige to have the rate of interest liable to flue-
tuation at short intervals. So far as the
authorities of the Bank were concerned, it
would certainly be easier for them if the rate
of interest remained fixed for twelve months,
rather than itshould be liable to be altered
every six monthe. He was sorry he was not
in his place when Clause 3 was before the
committee, as he desired to say a great deal
more than he conld eay now with reference to
that clause, und the rate of interest to be
charged.

Tug PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) smd
the hon. member for the Murray, in dealing
with this Bill, appeared to look upon the
Government of the day, whoever they might
be, ag if they were men who would be desirous
of screwing the last cent out of the “poor
working-man.” That was not the intention
of this Bill, nor was it Lhe intention of the
Government. As he explained on the second
reading, the object of the Bill was to enable
the Government to adjust the rate of interest
in accordance with the condition of the
money market. So long as the funds could
be profitably invested, the Government of the
day would be prepared to pay as high a rate
of interest as they could afford, without run-
ning the Bank ot o loss. On the other hand,
if the funds of the Bank werelow, orif they
could not be tnvested with profit, the rate of
interest would have to be adjusted accordingly.
If the hon. member would look s libtle further,
he would see that his amendment would cut
both waye, when he proposed to exiend the
period mentioned in the e¢launse from six
wmonths to twelve. ln the event of o very
low rate of intevest being fixed (say 2 or 3 per
cent.), there would bs no possibility of in-

the hon. member's amendment were agreed to,
There was no desire to make a large profit out
of this Savings Bank—none whatever. It was
oot like a privaie business concern ; the
object was simply to make it pay its way.

Me. GEORGE snid he looked at the Savings
Bank in a different light from an ordinary
business concern.  He did not look upon ivas
a question of the Government making a profit,
or sustaining a loss, by it. The great object
they ought to keep in view was to encourage
habits of thrift amongst those who were the
mainstay and the backbone of any common-
wealth. ‘i hig encouragement would be with-
drawn if the rate of interest payable by this
Savings Bank, which waa essentially a work-
ing man’s bank, were reduced to n minimum,
and the depositors were induced thereby to
withdraw their small savingsand invest them
in more risky investments. He had pointed
this out on the secomd reading, and he was
afraid that not even the arguments of the
Premijer himself would convince him to the
contrary.

Mr. MARMION pointed out that the clause
itself provided exactly what the hon. mem-
ber’s amendment contemplated. It empowered
the rate of interest to be fixed for the six
months following the date of the Gazite
notice, “or for any longer time appointed
therein” ; so that the rate of interest might he
fixed for a pericd of twelve months, or even
longer, if it was thought proper. He did not
think the hon. member need be at all appre-
hensive that any Government was likely to be
anxious to alter the rate of interest too often ;
it would cause a greatdeal of trouble and ex-
tra work, The Government of the day could
not but have the interests of the Savings
Bank depositora at heart—probably quite as
much so as the mewber for the Murray had.

Amendment pnt and negatived.

Clause agreed to,

Clanse 5.— During the period for which
every such notice us aforesaid remaine in force,
the Postmaster-General shall cause a printed
copy of the same to be conspicuously affixed at
the entrance of the said Savings Bapk, and of
every branch thereof ; and another printed
copy of the same to be 8o affixed inside the said
Savings Bank, and every branch thereof, for
the information of depositors.”

Mr. RANDELL: Will the Premier makea
nots of what I eaid as to giving depositors a

. month’s notice prior to uny alteration being
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made in the rate of interest? I presume it is
the intention of the Government to give them
some notice,—I mean before the publication of
QGazelie notice contemplated in Clause 4 7

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Torrest)
Certainly, I think the hon. mewber for Fre-
mantle struck the nail on the head, when he
gaid it would mot be convenient to have the
rute of interest altered too frequently.

Clause put and passed.

Preamblo and title :

Agreed to.

PERTH MINT BILL.

BECOND READING.

Twe PREMIER {Houn. Sic J. Forrest): 8ir,
in rising to move the second reading of this
Bill—"for the ¢stablishiment and waintenance
in Weslern Australin of the Perth Branch of
the Royal Mint”—I may say that [ do so with
a considerable amount of pleasure. The Bill,
as members will notice, is very short indeed.
The principal object of it is to provide a Civil
List to Her Majesty, for defraying the expensca
of the Mint in this cclony, not exceeding
£10,000 per annum. Members will no doubt
consider that £10,000 iz a prefty large amount;
but I muy point out that, in all these arrange-
ments with the Imperial Government in con-
nection with coinage, the sum provided is
made sufficiently large to cover all contingen-
cies. In New South Wales the Civil List in
connection with the Mint established there
was fixed nt £15,000 4 year, while in Vietoria I
think it was £20,000 a year. But members
who will take the trouble to look inte this
matter will find that the amounts provided
have not been all expended, and that any bal-
nnce remaining unexpended is carried to the

" credit of the consolidated revenue. I have
before me the reports from New South Wales
and Vietorin, denling with the expenses in
connection with their Minta. In New South
Wales, a branch of the Royal Mint was estab-
lished in Sydpey on the 14th May, 1855, a0
that hon. members will notice it has been in
existence over forty years. The totnl revenue
of the Sydney Lranca, from its establishment
to the end of 1894, was £588,866 1s. 2d., and
the total expenditure during the snme period
was £588,666 55. 4d. It is a eurious
coincidence that the expenditure and the
revenue, extending from 1855 to 1894, should
be so near the same umount, showing a differ-
ence of only £200, which was in favour of the

revenue. No doubt, in the early days of the | the working éxpenses is
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Mint, the revenue was not so great as the ex-
penditure. Ihave not the figures before me,
but T think— nnd I wish to put all sides of the
question before this House—it may be taken
for granted that in the early days of the Mint
the revenue, ne [ have eaid, was not so large
a8 the expenditure. I have hefore me the
revenue and expenditure for the last ten
years,—that is, from 1885 to 1894 inclusive.
From these figures it appears that the rovenne
for those ten years was £117,538, and the ex.
penditure £139,729, These figures probably
show that the quuntity of gold c¢oined during
those yenrs wue not so great as it wns in
preceding years. I have a report here also
from the Acting-Deputy-Master of the Mint,
Sydney, dated as rccently as the 25th April
last, in which the Deputy Muster peoints out
that the principal advnntage of a branch
Mint ie that it gives the gold miner a steady
marlket; for the fruits of his lahour,” and that
* it is also of value to the whole commauanity,
as it sustains the price of gold, and, in a very
marked degree, regulates the rate of exchange
with the mother country.” It is also men-
tioned that * the presence of a branch of the
Royal Mint confers facilities for regulating
the general currency, and for keeping it in
good condition.” These are the figures and
remarks of the Acting-Dleputy Master of the
Royal Mint in Sydeey, and I am sure I am
very much obliged to him for so carefully, and
yot so candidly, laying theee facts and figures
before us. I also have snme statistica from the
Melbourne RMint, which I will place before
hon. members. It appears from these returns
— which members can see for themselves if
they look at the ** Victorian Yenr Book” tor
1894—that in the period to which the figures
relate (namely, from the year 1872 to 1894),
and leaving the interest on the value of the
lands, buildings, and machinery out of account,
—ib appears that the net cost of the Melbourne
MMint to that colony, between 1872 and 1894,
averaged £5358 ; that during the ten years
between 1884 and 1893 it averaged £4,082;
and that during the threa years 1891-2 and 3,
it averaged £2,645. In 1804, lagt year, the
excess of expenditure over receipte from the
public at this Mint only amounted to £208.
1 have no later statistics, but I have reason to
believe that during the present year a little
profit is being made. Having quoted these
figures, the report goes on to eay that the Mint
authorities in Melhourne claim that theloss in
compensated many
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times over by the advance in the price of gold
since the opening of the Mint—namely, from
76s. to 77s. 84d. per ounce—whereby the colony

has gained during a period of eighteen-and-

a-hulf years close on £70,000 per annum,
These are figurespublished in the * Victorian
Year Book,” under the anthority of the
Government, and I do not think they can be
questioned. The Victorinn branch of the
Royal Mint, it apprars, is under the nanage-
went of the Deputy Master and officers ap-
puinted by the ords Commissionere of Her
Majeaty's Treasury. As acondition precedent
to ila establishment, an Act was passed, on
similar lines to the Bill mow before this
House, granting n special appropriation of
£20,000, as I have already said, for the main-
tenunce of the Mint and all expenses in von-
nection with it. The accounts, it uppears, are
not andited inthe colony, bub are aubject to the
Imperial Treasury regulaticms, and every
year, after the London audit, a substantial
sum, varying from £4,000 or £5,000, is repaid
into the Colonial Treasury ns  surplus Mint
subsidy veturned.” These papers,dealing with
the Mints in the other ¢olonies, are of interest
to us in connection with this Bill. and soue of
the figures | have quoted were luid bhefore this
House Inst eession. Huaving now, Sir, denlt
with the two branches of the Royal Mint al-
rendy cxisting in Australia, 1 will procsed to
point ont what in wy opinion will besomeof the
advantages which this colony will derive Erom
the establishment of o Mint here, becaunse,
after all, that iz the wnatter we have to eon.
gider,—first of wll, whether it will be in the
interest of the country, and whether it is
likely to pay; for I am one of those who do
not believe in having institutions here merely
to be looked at. Prestige is no doabt an im-
portant consideration, but I am nut prepared
to urge upon this House, or the comntry, the
establishment of institutions which are likely
to be expensive in themselves, and which will
not pay the country in any way. The total
quantity of gold that has becn actually ex-
ported from this colony, or entered for export
through the Custows, up to the 30th Fune this
Fear, amwonats to 563,129 cunces, and the value
set upon it, at £3 16s. an ounce, was
£2,139,889. That ie & considerable quantity,
no doubt, but a more important matter for us
is this : that, of this quantity, 289,693 ounces
were exported during the financial year which
has just ended (30th June last), and this was
vatued at £910,456. [am rather sorry that it
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did not amount to o million, 03 some of ns ex-
pected, and probably may have stuted ; but at
any rate it reached the respectable total of
£910,456, during the last finrancial year.

An HoN. Memper: The actual value wonld
be more than a million.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Probably it would. I may point ount that
a good deal of gold goes ont of the country
without going through the Customs. I will
refer to that, later on. Nearly all the gold
exported from this colony is sent to the Mel-
bourpe Mint, whera the charge for coining is 2d,
aun ounce. It seems n small charge, but pro-
bably it is regulated by the charge made in
England, which I believe is only 1id. an
ounce for large quantities. Ab any rate the
usual charge for gold sent from this colony to
the Melbourne Mint is 2d. per ounce for coin-
ing alone. Since 1856, when we firsb began
to export gold—and we did not export much,
as members are aware, until four or five years
ago—it ranged from about £1,000 in 1886 to
£86,000 in 1891—but, since 1886, this coleny
bus paid to the Melbourne Mint, at this rate
of 2d. an ounce, the sum of £4,693 ; and dur-
ing the last twelve months we paid £1,096—
That is for coining wleme, It may besaid that
it is not a very large amount ; still, I am sure,
we all would desire that this money should he
spent in our own colony, amongst our own
people, if it were possible. No doubt meat of
us are prepared to take an extended view of
these matters, and to consider the interests of
the great Empire to which we belong ; at the
same time, I think most of us would like to
consider our own interests, nearer home, even
in preference to the interests of those who,
though belenging to the same great Empire,
are separated from us. But the expenditure
I have referred to is not all. ‘That is merely
for coining, There is also the expense of
sending this gold to Melbourne to be coined,
—insurance, exchange, Bank charges—which
amount to o considerable sum. I mean the
charges in connection with sending awuy the
gold from Perth. Of course the charges from
the goldfields to Perth wil) always remain.
But all the expense comuected with send-
ing the gold from Perth to the Mel-
bourne Mint, which is the nearest Mint to us,
would be entirely saved to the producer, if we
had a branch Mint established Here. Nowthe
producer is the man that we in_this House are
always talking about, and he i3 the man we
want to assist; and, by the estublishment of
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this Mint, the mag whom we shall assist the
most is the producer, the man who getsthe gold.
If wa takeinto account all the charges in con-
nection with the sending of gold from here to
Melbourne—insurance,exchange, Bankcharges,
¢te.—which may be reckoned at 1s. an cunce
(which is the lowest charge; I believe it has
been &g high as 1s. 6d.) we shall find that,
gince we first became exporters of gold, the
producer here has paid no less than £28,158
in connection with these charges;and that,
during the lnst twelve months alone, the pro-
ducer has paid about £12,000 ou account of the
expense of sending his gold to the Melbourne
Mint. That does notinclude the 2d. an ounce
which is charged by the Mint for coining, and
which of course would have to be paid here, if
we had a Mint in this colony. But all these
other expenses would be absolutely saved to
the producer. Of course it may be argued
that there is a copeiderable amount of profit
on these charges, and that as compstition be-
comes keener, and the quantity of gold avail-
able for export is increased, end the facilities
for exporting it are also increased, these
charges may be reduced. Still, the fact re-
waing, and you cannot get away from it, that
the producer here has had to pay that amount,
and the probability is that he has paid con-
siderably more in connection with sending his
gold to Melbourne to be converted into coin.

Mz R. F. Snoru: Does that include the
expense of bringing it back P

Tae PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest): It
includes everything, I believe. ‘'There is
another point. [fthere were a Mint here we
should know eznctly—or at any rate much
nearer than we do now—the quantity of gold
actually produced in the colony, which we
dow’t know mnow, becasuse a good many
people who wish to avoid these charges, and
who themselves go out of the colony to
enjoy the spending of their gold in
other countries which offer greater attrac-
tions to them, & good many of these people
evade these charges, by taking their gold with
them—without entering it at the Customsat
all. It is therefore very difficult to discover
what the actual produce of gold is in the col-
ony at present, or to what extent the law 'is
broken in this respect. Bat, if we had a Mint
in Perth, there would be no induceinent what-
ever for persons who obtained gold to do other-
wise than take it to the Mint here, and have it
coined. 'I'be principal argument, bowever—I

[ASSEMBLY.]

Perth Aint Bill.

do not know that I am right in saying the
principal argument, but the argument that
will appenl most to members generally is,
whether the Mint will pay, or whether it will
nat be a burdenupon thecolony. I have already
shown the House that in New South Wales
there has been no loss to that colony during
the forty years their Mint has been in exist-
ence. The large figures I bave quoted as re-
presenting the revenue and the expenditure
in connection with the Mint in that colony
since it was first established, are about equal
on both sides of the ledger. That is without
taking into consideration the enhanced value
which the Mint has caused in the price of
gold. Ie Vietoria wefind, that although there
was @ loss in the working of their Mint in the
early days, last year there was only a differ-
ence of £208 between the expenditure and the
revenue, and that was in favor of the revenue.
I bave been in the Vigtorian Mint, and no
doubt many other members also have been
there ; and I must say it seemed to me a very
large concern, too large altogether I sghould
eay for the cireumstances of the colony. The
buildinge are enormous, and everything is
done in the most perfect and splendid style. T
do mnot think that need be tbe case here.
Members will recollect that last year,
when the papers connected with this subject
were laid on the table of the House, the Master
of the Royal Mint in London told us it was
probable thatthe machinery required for such
a small Mint as was contemplated here, counld
be purchased in England for about £4,500. To
this must be added the cost of the necessary
buildings. Now I am not going tosay to the
House that I believe this Mint of ours will pay
directly, from the very moment it starts. 1
have not sufficient information before me to
say that it will, nor do I expectit. But I
think it ought, with careful management, to
be worked at mo very great loss. We all be-
lieve—I do no not suppose there is hardly a
man in this House who will stand up and say
he does not believe—in the permanency and
richness of our goldfields. We have shown
our confidence in them in a practical way. We
have showa our confidence in them by building
railwnys and roads to them, and providing
them with telegraph s, postal communication
end other facilities. This House has voted a
millionand aquarter of money for building rail-
ways along, to our goldfields. That includes
the Coulgardie Railway, the Yilgrrn Railway,
the Durchison Railway, and the Mullews line,
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Meg. R. ¥. S8”HoLL : The Mullewaline was not
a goldfields line,

Tre PREMIER (Hon Sir J. Forrest): At
any rate it is part of a goldfields line now, and
I do mot thiokIam going too far in saying
that all these railways may be termed
goldfields railways. T domnot wish to
disparage any part of the colony; my
desire is all the other way. But po one can
gaineay the fact that these ruilways would not
have been built Lut for our goldfields. Take
the Coolgrrdie line, Not onme train a day, nor
one train a menth, wounld probably be run upon
that railway except in connection with the
goldfields. Wemight aswell take the rails up.
There is nothing else there to support a large
popwlation, and there is no renson at all why &
railway should be built in that direction unless
itis the gold. I donot think that, perhaps the
same argument applies to the same extent
to the Murchigon Reilway, but I say it wounld
have been a very long day before this House
would have voted the large amount it did to
build a railway from Mullewa to Cue, had it
nok heen for the existence of the rich goldfields
that wre there. The intevest and sinking fund
we shall have to provide in connection with
these goldfields mailways will amount to
£60,000 a year. Nor is thisall. A large expen-
ditare has taken place, and is taking place, in
providing telegraphs, roads, water supply, and
public buildings in connection with these gold-
felds. Why have we done this? Why have we
incurred all this great expenditure ? Becanse
wo have faith irn the richmess and the per-
manency of our goldfields. Well, then, that
being so, and having pledged this country to
an expenditure of a million and a guarter upon
railways alone for these goldfields, and having
pledged the country to pay £60,000 annually
in interest and sinking fund in conmnection
with this million and a quarter, are we going
to hesitate now in incurring a small losa—
a first loss probably of some £3,000 or

£4,000 a yoar-—in connection with the es-
tablishment of a branch of the Royal Mint,
for converting our gold into coin? T do mnot
believe that the expenditure, under any cir-
cumstances, can exceed the revenue by more
than I should say £3,000 or £4,000 a year,
which T think is a very liberal estimate.
Againgt that we must remember we shall save
the producer a very considerable amount, as [
bave already shown. I say if we believe in
these goldfields, as 1 am sure we all do, the
quantity of gold that will come to this Mint
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will warrant us in incwring this expenditure:
The value of our ountput of gold, instead of
being £910,000 as it was last year, will be very
considerably more when we get the machinery
and appliances necessary for extracting
the gold. What have we beea doing
a8 yeb upon these goldfields of ours in the way
of developingthem? Whathavewedoneat Cool-
gardie ? Merely seratching about on the sur-
face, and sinking little shafts here and there,
with the most primitive appliances. There is
hardly any machinery there, even at the pre-
sent time, and we know that gold cannot be
effectually extracted from the stone without
machinery. If our output of gold has been so
satisfactory under these difficulties, what will
it be when these difficulties are overcome?
Then there have been other difficulties—the
difficulties of transport and the water difficulty,
and also the difficulties in connection with
capital. Yetin the faco of all these difficulties
our goldfields are atéracting the attention of
the whole world, and we ourselves have shown
our faith in them, as I have said, by commit-
ting thecountry to an expenditure of a willion
and a (uarter upon railways ulone. If members
vote agninat this Bill this afternoon, I, at any
rate, shall huve done my duty, and I will say
this : never will it have wore been emphuti-
cally exemplified that they nre straining at a
gnat after having swallowed a whole camel.

Mg. LEAERE : You'll carry it, right enough,

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
hope so. I am very glad to hear the hom.
member say so. We must always remember
that the £10,000 voted under this Bill to Her
Majesty may not have to be all expended.
Only g0 much of it as is nbsolutely necessary
to meet any deficiency in the revenue of the
Mint will have te Le espended. If the
revenue equalises the erpenditurs, nothing
will have to be spent out of this provision
made to Her Majesty, and, in any case, it
will only be druwn upon to the extent thut
may be necessary.

M=z. RavpeErt : How much will the build-
ings cost ?

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest): I am
afraid they will cost £7000 or £8000. Then
there is £4500, the estimate for the machinery.
I should say that £15000 ought to see this
Mipt in full swing.  Then there is the other
question—ihe question of prestige. I do nob
wish to say too much about that, or to lay too
much stress upen it, because in this practical
age we must look the thing straight in the
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face, At all events, leaving oul the question
of prestige altogether, the establishment of »
Mint will show people ir other parts of the
world that at any rate the Legisluture of this
country has faith in the permanency and the
richness of its goldfields, and is prepared to
show that feith in a pract col manner. I am
very glad indeed to hear from a member ou the
other side of the House, who, if not a pro-
minent member acts agif he were one (Mr.
Leake),—I was glad to hear him eay that we
are going to pass this Bill, without demur. It
will save me a lot of troubleif we are going to
do so. 'The duty of the Government in this
matter ie perfectly clear. Having asked and
pledged this House to vote thie immense
amount of money, a million and a guarter, in
providing our goldficlds with railways alone,
and having voted other large sume to provide
them with water supply, with telegrapb und
postal facilities, with public buildings, and
with all the inachinery of Government,
throughout the length and breadth of our
goldfields—having done go much, I say it would
be unworthy of ue if we hesitated to go a little
further, and show our belicf in the permanency
and richness of thy fields by agreeing to estub-
lish o branch of the Royal Mint here. We
therefore now ask you to crown ihe edifice
which you have helped us to build up. Weall
know it was said thousands of yewrs sgo that
“ Fortune favoura the brave;” and I believe
it will help and favour us now if we only show
ourselves equal to the responsibilites cast

upon us in these moving days. 1 be.
lieve—and I am sure that everyone
who takes an acbtive interest in the

aflairs of the country believes—that we are
only in the beginning of our gold discoveries
and gold production in this colony. If it is
not so, them we are on the wrong road
nltogether, because we bave Leen ucting us
men who have every confidence and belief :n
the wenlth and the permunency of our gold-
fields. I hope and trust we shall not be disap-
pointed, and that all our anticipations and all
our expectations in this respect will be fully
realised. 8Sir, I think I need say mo more at
present in moving the second reading of this
Bill. I have the greatest confidence myself
that we are on the right track in moving in
this direction. This Mint will be the cope-
stone of the edifice we have lbeen rearing up
during the last few years. lask every wem-
ber to look into the matter as carefully as he
can, to weigh the future probabilitivs
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and to try to view the prospects of this
country hopefully. T agk this House to
look forward, and not to leck too much back-
ward in dealing with these questions

Mgz. LOTON ;: Mr, Speaker, Sir, as no other
hon. member seems inclined $o tackle thie
great subject, I will venture to say a few words.
In the first place, Sir, it appears to me, though
1 don’t know what the views of hon. members
are upen this question, that the hon. the
Premicr hes heen labouring very hard when
he need not have done so ; he appears to have
been fighting against something that wus
purely imaginary and not a reality. I do not
know whether there is any objection to this
Bill. [ have not heard of any myself, there
may be some, but [ am not prepered o say that
theve is. Cowing then to thequestion of detail
wo will just take, if we are allowed to dose
the practical position we shall be in. Suppos-
ing we atart with the Mint, it wil} cost, Iunder-
stand, about £35,000, and the interest on that
will be a thousand pounds a year. Thereis &
thousand pounds a year with which to start
us a liability. ‘Chen there are the working
expenses. 1 cannot say what they will be, for I
do not know. The hon. the Premier has not
mada that very clear to us. I wish he had,
but we know there is that thousand pounds
ligbility with which to start, and the working
expenses are in addition to that, whatever they
may be. Well now, what about the return ? I
believe our export last year was about 250,000
ounces of gold.

Tue Premiek: For the year ending June
30th last the export was 239,643, or nearly
240,000 ounces,

Me. LOTON: Very well we will say 250,000
ounces, for the year, which will surely be with-
in the mark. Like other hon. members, I be-
lieve in our goldficlds, and expect to see the
amount increase very considerably; I think
we muy certainly rely upon that. Taking
250,000 ag the output that will give usata
charge of twopence a return of £2,000 a year.

The PREMIER : That is correct.

Mgr. LOTON: I have pot made enquiries
myself nor looked it up, and am sori‘y the hon.
the Premier has not enlightened us much.

The Premitr : I am not quite sure ; I think
it is fixed at home.

Me. LOTON : I am not aware of the exact
amount, but if T ain right, then we sball have
this thousand pounds, even as we stand at
present, which will make provision for interest
on the plant. AsI bhave said, I do not know
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what the working expenses may be, but sup- ' right when I say on the question of exchange

posing they are £5,000, that leaves us with o
deficit of £4,000, I think that will be within
the mark. With regard to the saving, if we
send 250,000 onnces of gold to the Mint
instesd, of exporting it, the cost would be one
shilling for minting, to say nothing of the
profits the bank might make, which would be,
in round numbers, £12,000 & yenr saved to the
colony, and to the people working that big
industry. The colony itself will have to find
o deficiency of £4,000, but the people who are
working this big industry will be saving
£12,000, go that there will be a net profit to
the colony of £8,000 a year, reckoning the
output at 250,000 ounces. I hope wyself that
in o few years that will be doubled, as sonn as
wachinery is erected on the mines. I do
not consider we are taking any large risk in
establishing a Miut in Perth. I am not afraid
of the rigk at all. I am strongly in favor of
it, because I believe it will prove in many ways
to be an advantage to the colony. ‘I'he word
prestige has been used, and that is a very good
thing in its wny.

The CommssioNnEr oF Crown Lanpos: Tt
poys sometimes.

Mg. LOTON : Yes, it does somectimes, but
the people who are working this large industry
would perhaps prefer something were practical.
[ hare much pleasure in supporting .the
second rending of this Bill.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I do
not expect there willbe any serious objection to
this Bill; infact I think the hon. the Premier has
given us w most brilliant address, and has, T
doubt not, convinced most of those hon. mem-
Lers who had any doubts on the subject. My
object in rising is simply to emphasise s point
the hon, the Premier has made, in reference to
the guestion of exchange. For some time to
come this conntry will be an exporter of gold,
and there ia no article in the world—1 think I
can sufely say thut—at the present momeant,
thak is a better export than gold. Everything
else has depreciated ; gold has appreciated. I
made a remark about this Mint, when speuk-
ing on the Address-in-Reply, and I want to re-
peat what I said then, that not priwarily as a
goldfields representative do I support this Bill,
I do not think it will give all the advantages
that some people think it will giveto the mining
industry, 1 beheve it will give u distinet in-
direct ndvantage to the mining industry, but
it will give & universal ndvantage to the whole
of the colemy,

alone, admitting we export over a million
pounds worth of gold a year, and pos
sibly it may be three or four tiwes that
atnount before long, the mere question of ex-
change alone, will mean a distinct advantage
of something like £4,500, & year. The advon-
tage that willaccrue to iining directly has
been emphasised by the hon. the Prewier.
Hon. members will bear in mind that this isa
commercial concern, and, on the face of it, it
will not pay ; it will not pay at first, the ex-
penditure must neceesarily be large ond be
much greater than the income. In Melhourna
for instance, in building that large Mint
they spent probably over £250,000, and the
land belonged to the Government at the time.
Ido motauppose this Government intend to
erect buildings of such an expensive character
as those in Victorin, neither do I think the
are likely to plant this Mint in as expensive
a portion of the city as that Mint was crected ;
Still T think it possible that the cosf tur the
first yeaur or two may be something
like £2,000 a year. 1 do mnot think
it will be less. At the same time thepoint I
wish to emphusise 18 this, that persons who may
in the future begin to raise a cowplaint, that
the Mint is a loss, and who may blame hon.
members for voting for what they felt must be
a loss, must take into consideration that as far
ug mercfgures arc concerned we voted for
what will be . direct financial guin to the
country and every trader in it. The matter
of exchange ulone reaches every individual,
the export of gold wud the import of other
goods reaches every individual in the country,
and cousequently this Mint is not to be looked
upon as simply something given to the gold-
fields ; it is not only given to them, thoughlit )
certainly will be un advantage, a distinct ad-
vantage to them, but 1 support the Bill more
from a nationul standpeint. I support it om §
the yround to which I have referred,ana
have very much pleasure in supporting the |
second reading of the Bill,

Mg, RANDELL: The hon. the Premier
h s exerted himself considerably in addressing
himself to the question, and I suppose, with
him, that every member of the House haa ae-
sured himself of the permanency and pro-
ductiveness of our goldfields. As far as we
have constructed railwnys to these minieg
centres, we have yiven evidence that we share
the feeling of the hon. the Premier that these

L think | am pretty nearly l (,old.ﬁelda ar¢ scarcely begun, and that they
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will rapidly increagse. We have every reason
to believe that the area tney cover is very
large indeed, and although there may be some
dizappointments, yet on the whole they will
prove to be very rich and lasting goldfields. T
must confess I have altered my mind some-
what during the delivery of the hoo. the
Premier’s speech. His remarks on the gues-
tion of prestige, though it deals with the
eentimental rather than the practical side
of this question, were good and clear.
I would like to know whether the hon, the
Prewier has had any expression of opinion
from the Master of the Mint in London as to
whether the machinery that has heen indi-
cated will be sufficient. I do not think it will
require to be go large as the machinery in the
Mint in Melbourne. There seems to be o great
smount of machinery spread over a consider-
sble aren in the duildings there. I think we
ought to know whether the plant mentioned
will besufficientor not. Suppose wego onrising
until we reach & million or two million pounds
worth of gold in a yenr. T d¢ mot expect that
all the gold will be minted here; some will
find its way to the coloniea.

TEE PREMIER: Some of it 18 sure to be put
into bullion.

Mg. RANDELL: At any rate, I think there
is & very general concensus of opinion thut
we ought to introduce the institution here,
and an the loss expected is not such a serious
one, it ought not to deter us from establishing
a Mint in Perth. There is no doubt s good
deal in the question of prestige: we know
vary well when anyone comes round canvass-
ing weo are always wore impressed by a good-
looking mam, or u man with a good appenrance,
rather than by & man who has nothing of the
kind {o recommend him. But, apart from all
that, we should have the institution on account
of its utility, if it be not at too great o loss,
and we have no reason to think the losa will
be very severe. I rather think, though it has
not been said, that there will be expense of
another kind connected with exchange. We
shall have to export sovereigns, and possibly
they will have to be insured, and there will be
some expense in that way. 1 can, however,
give my cordial support $o this matter, which,
as the bon. the Premier said, is the coping-
stone : the crown of all the past. I only hope
it will tend to the advancement of the colony.
I have every confidence that cor goldfields are
permanent, and I think, therefore, we should
not hesitate to take every necessary step to
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develop the country. I ean ounly hope that
the anticipations of hon. members may be
fully realised.

Mr. SOT.OMON : I am very pleased to be
able to support the second reading of this
Bill. T am sure that every hon. member will
agree it will do immense good te the colony.
Besides what has szlready been said there is
this to be looked at too: when the sovereigns
are made here, and ths producer gets hold of
a sovereign, he is not so likely to send it away
elsewhere, as if the gold were sent away to be
made into sovereigns. At the same time, I
think it will be an inducement, if a man haa
his family residing in another colony, and sees
he can live here as cheaply as there, to bring
them over here. There it no doubt but the
advantages to the colony will be very great
in many ways. As there does not appear to
be any opposition to this Bill I shall not
further take up the time of the House. Any-
thing that will in any way assist the producer
I shall always be glad to suppert.

Me, MABMION: [ congratulate the hon.
the Premier upon his opening speach on the
second rending of this Bill. Hon, members on
the other side snid there was no intention to
oppose the measure, and that must have been
very gratifying to the Premier, but if there
had been any intention to oppose it, it would
have been dificult to answer the arguments of
the hon. the Premier. Iamestrongly infavourof
thismeasure, thongh oneof my reasonais purely
sentimental ; it is that I consider this will be
one of the best advertisementa we could
possibly have, and will be one of the most
practical proofs that we ourselves believe in
the future of our goldfields. 'The soveveigna
that are coined here and sent forth threugh-
out the world will be a grand advertising
medinm,

Mzr. RanpDELL : But they willnothave West~
ern Australia upon them.

Mz, MARMION : I am afraid not, though I
wish they were going to put “ Western Aus.
tralia” upon the face of them, because it would
do good no doubt to the bhearts of those people
who left here many years ago, and who would
pussibly be glad to return to this colony, if
they were not too old, or too poor. I wish
they conid sec the new sovereign with Western
Australiz upon its face. Great changes have
taken place, and are still {aking place, and yet
we are only in the beginning of gold mining
in this country, just upon theedge of it, There
are thousands of acres that have never yet
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been tredden, much less been prospected. I
know this from the best authority, there are
hundreds of thousands of acres that have
never been prospected. There is no doubt
that & great deal of this country is equally
as rich as any of that which has been
but partially prospected. When the infor
mation was sent Home upon which the Master
of the Mint based his caleulation, our
output was only half o million, whereas now
it in nearly a million, and I venture to predict
that during the next two years it will be
nearer two millions than one, and therefors,
while the average expenditure will be increas-
ing, the income will be proportionately in-
creasing alse, I think the expense may be
less than three or four thousand pounds per
annum, und it may possibly every yestr become
lees, while the advantages will be become
increasingly great for the country. ‘The hon.
member for Perth in nlluding to the cost of
the machinery, expressed some doubt.

Me. RanpeLL: Only as to whether it

would besuflicient.

M. MARMION : I would draw attention
to the fact that in a letter from the Deputy-
Master of the Mint at Home, nllugion is made
to the necessary machinery required, und he
states * that a single coining press, driven by
mnanual power, is capable of producing about
five million sovereigns, or half-sovereigns, a
year, and, if driven by ateam-power, probably
thrice this number of pieces. Having regard
to the possibility of a break-down of machi-
nery, it would be unwise to provide o less
number than two coining presses; and it is
evident, thersfore that the capacity of the
emallest Mint whichk could be prudently
erected would be greatly beyond present re-
quirements.” He also saya:—"Itis probable
that the machinery required for such o small
Mint as is here contemplated could be pur-
chaged in this country for about £4,600; and
to this must be added freight, and the cost of
the necessary buildings, &c” I draw aften-
tion to the fact that two presses would be pro-
vided, ench capable of coining five and a half
million coins a year if driven by mannal
power, and, if driven by steam-power, they would
be capable of three times that number. The
maochinery would cost £4,500, I merely allude
to this to say, that in writing that letter the
writer could not bave forgotten what he pre-
vigualystated, when he arrived a$ the probable
amount of cost. I do not think it is necessary
to labour the question very much farther, be-
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cause there appears to be no opposition to it,
‘The hon. member for the Swan referred in the
course of his remarks to the income as being
2d. per ounce. I would draw attention to the
fact that there must be something more than
this 2d. per ounce. Yet that charge on
a 1nillion cunces would be £2,033 ; the average
receipta for coinage at one shilling per million
in Sydoney is £4,630. There must he some
other sources of profit besides the charges for
coinage, and that must be borne in mind, even
aesuming that the cost to the producer would
be 2d. nn ounce, a8 it is at Sydney and Mel-
bourne. I bave no doubt, however, the charges
for banking and egending gold awny, and ex-
change, would amount to one shilling percent.,
or a total of £12,000, so that we shall havea
saviong of from £14,000 to £16.000.

THE Pesmize: We shall have to pay the
2d. here.

Mr. MARMION : Yee, of course, that
would not be a saving ; but still there would
be a saving of £12,000 annually. I think we
may safely nasume that to be the case, and the
output will undoubtedly increase during the
next year or two, to an extent that will give a
saving to the producer of from £25000 to
£28,000 per annum, When we take this saving
into consideration, as well ms the prestige of
baving the Mint in the colony, and the grand
advertising medium that it will necessarily
be, we onght I think to see the desirability of
supporting the hon. the Premier in the second
reading of this Bill. I do this very cordially,
and am glad it hes heen received with such a
chorus of approbation.

Motion put and paseed.

Bill read n second time.

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL.
SECOND HEADING.

T ATITORNEY-GENERAL (Hom 8
Burt): Sir, I rise to move the second
rending of this Bill. It is & very short one and
deals with s very simmple matter, though an
important one. The subject has been pressed
apon the attention of the Government, in fact
it has been presaing itself for some years past.
In most of the other colonies,—in Victoria and
Queensland, and I think in New South Wales
too—justices are appointed as this Bill pro-
vides; that is te say within gertain districta,
By a districi we mean a magisterinl district,
otherwise known as a Resident Magistrate’s
district or the district of the Local Court. I
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think it is rather an absurdity in a large
eolony like this, for a person to be sppointed
a justice at Kucla, for instance, where he is
well known and where the people have con-
fidencein him, to have jurisdiction extending
right up te Wyndham, where he iz not known
and where possibly he never goes. Then
aguin it is not eustomoary in England for
country wagistrntes to sit on the Bench when
in thecities, or when away visiting. Just so
in this colony ; it is not usnal for a justice 1t
York suy, to sit on the hench in Perth, or
vice versa ; each gentleman generally confines
his attention to the district in which he ve-
sides. This Bili sceks to empower the Govern-
ment in foture to appoint justices for the
particular districts in which they reside, or, if
it ig thonght desirable, to appoint a justice to o
couple of districts. It says it shall be lawful
for the QGovernor to assign any justice of the
paace to exercise jurisdiction in meore than one
district. T think it is just as well that, in the
future, justices shounld be appointed to par-
ticular districts, There is nothing else in
this Bill that is new. We intend to carry out
that principle, and I think there is no need to
allude ot this stage to the detaile of the Bill.
I move the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: I think this a very
desirable Bill. I juat wish to nsk the Attorney.
Genernl, if there is any reason why Clause 8,
dealing with persons who shall be considered
justices of the peace, should not include the
mayors for the time being of Cities or Boroughs
or Municipalities? This bhas generally been
recognised in most of the other colonies. If
there be any objection I would like to know
what it is, and if not, I hope the Attorney-
Genernl will accept my suggestion.

M=z, JAMES: At present I cannot see any
ground for this territorial limitation of the
jurisdiction of justices of the peace. There
will be difficulty in arriving at the exact point
of limitation, and in finding out who is a jus-
tice, and where bhis jurisdiction orises and
where it ende. This difficulty crops up in
Englond, and they find it very difficult to de-
termine within whose jurisdiction certain
offences are committed. I feel sure the intro-
duction of territorial limitation of jurisdiction
will lead to very greai: difficulty. The greatest
ohjection I see is, it will be possible to have
benches composed of justices, who know
nothing whatever about the particular cases
in the places where they sit. We have not
had wuch complaint in the past of our present
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system, and I know there are very loud com-
plaints in Victoria, where this principle is in
force. [ think we ought to have avery strong
case, indeed, before introducing such o Bill as
this is, because I am sure it will cause trouble,
as it has done in England and uther places.
At present, justices do not, as & rule, sit outside
their jurisdiction, nnd the cowplaint is that
they cannot be got to sit when they are
wanted. 'That is-so in Perth, with one ex-
ceptivn, that of an henorable member of this
House, who sets an example that might with
advantage be copied. I hope the Atterney-
General will give us some strong reasons, when
in comunittee, for the introduction of this
territorial jurisdiction.

Me. LEAKE: Icannot give my cordial
supportto this Bill, for I cannot satisafy myself
of its necessity. The Attorney-Genernl has
explained one or two of ita provisions, and it
appenrs that the real effect of the Bill will un-
doubtedly be to limit the juriediction of jus-
tices. A justice of the peace, at present, has
jurisdiction throughout the colony, yet while
this Bill does not propose to take away that
jurisdiction from those justices who are al-
ready appointed, it ia to limit the jurisdiction
of those justices who may be appointed in the
future, by enabling the Government to ap-
point justices over a limited territory or mn-
gisterial district. Scattered as our community
is, it seems to me the greater facilities we offer
for the administration of justice the better.
If I interpret the Bill wrongly the Attorney-
Genernl will corvect me, but it seems to me
possible, under this Bill, that a justice in a
limited district may issne his warrant for the
arreat of an offender, and if the warrant be
executed outside of that district, the offender
will have to be brought back from the other
magisterial district where he hos been nr-
rested, and must be tried hefore the justice
who issued the warrant. ‘I'bat is not neces-
sary under the present law, for any justice
may issue his warrart or summons, and the
offender or aceused person may be tried before
any other justice. Where is the necessity for
such an inconvenient change as that ?

1re Premier: In practice at preseni, an
offender, when arrested under a warrant, is
generally sent back {o be fried at the place
where the offence was committed.

M=e. LEAKE: IFf you limit the jurisdiction
of the justices in the way proposed in the Bill,
you cannot try an offender arrested under a
warrant except before the justice who has
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issued the warrant. Suppose the case of an
absconding murderer, the crime having heen
committed, spy in Perth, and the supposed
murderer having got awny to Roebourne, a
justice having jurigdiction in the Perth dis-
trict only, might issue bis warrant, and the
murderer, when arrested, would have to be
brought back from Roebourne in order
to be tried in Perth, where the wuar-
rant originated. Therefore I aay, where is
the necessity for this Bill Jimiting the juris-
diction of justices to particudar districts?
Haa there been any outery or complaint under
the present system ? The hon. member for East
Perth has said the only objection to the present
system which he can see, is the possibility of
the magisterial bench being packed. I bave
never heard of an instance, eoxcept on the
Licensing Bench, and thnt was in Perth; but
the justices who consented to be “ packed™ got
a pretty severe rap over the knuckles, and
there is no chance of his offending again,
That question as to packing the Licensing
Bench is now seftled by recent legislation,
under which s specinl Liconsing Beneh is ap-
pointed. I would really ask the Government
not to press this Bill through the House,
because it seems to me it will not be an orna-
ment to the Statute Book ; and I will say that
if the guestion of appointing justices of the
pesace is to crop up, it cannot be dealt with
in a better, more useful, or more compre-
hensive manner than in consolidating and
amending the present Justices Acts, which
are known to lawyers as * Jarvis's Acts.”
This is a work which will occupy the
Parliamentary draftsman, in consolidating
and amending, for a considerable time,
and I am sure the Attorney-Gemeral will
bear me out when I say he cannot have a
hetter example of what & Consolidation Act
ghould be, than that which was passed in
Queensland some years ago. There are many
matters in connection with the jurisdiction of
justices which require dealing with, and I
would nsk the Attorney-General not to tinker
with this question, and not to patch up the
law relating to juslices of the peace; but, if
we must touch it at all, let us go in for con-
golidating and amending the Iaw re-
lating to justices. There ia so much to
be done in this way that would be
useful to magistrater in carrying out their
duties, that I am sure my suggestion ia not
merely critical or captious. I ask any hon.
member of this House, who is also a jus-
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tice of the pence, whether he does not find
great difficulty in tracing the law in relation
to procedure, especially under summary juris-
diction. If there is any justice of the peace
—not being a professional man—who can as-
sure me that he does underatand these com-
plicated Statutes, I shall be happy to compli-
ment him on his extraordinery acquirements.
1 do not take captions objection to this Bill
but I cannot see any necessity for it, and I
ask the Housenot to consent to the paesing of
a Bill for which there in no real necessity. TIf
there is any likelihood of support, I shall vote
againat the second reading ; and I sincerely
trust the Government will consider what I
have said as being fair and bonest eriticism;
and that they will consider whether it ie ad-
visable to tinker with this subject by legisla-
ting in this particular manaer.

Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. TForrest):I
bave listened with attention to the hon. mem-
ber for Albany, and I bave nn doubt there is
gomething in what he has said ; but, for alt
that, it would be very convenient if the pro-
visions of this Bill were made Jaw. Thisis no
new thing we are asking the House to assent
to, for weall know that in England the justices
of the peace are magistrates for particular
counties or boroughs, as the case may be, and
that one magistrate has not jurisdiction over
the whole of England., As to the execution of
o worrant outside of a magistrate’s particular
district, thia Bill meets the difficulty by pro-
viding that o justice’s warrant shall have
force all over the length and breadth of this
colony. I domnot see any great advantage in
justices of the peace having jurisdiction all
over the conntry. The legal difficulties refer-
red to by the hon. member can, no doubt,
be overcome; and I think it ig n convenient
plan that justices should have limited arena
of jurigdiction. I think the public generally
prefer to know who are to be their judges,
when any cnse arises; and I do mot think it
would be very satisfactory to some of ug, if
charged in the distriet where we reside, to find
that some unknown person whom wa have
never before seem or heard of is to try our
case, because he bappens to have jurisdiction
all over the colony. We like to know sowe-
thing of our judges in magislerial matters
(Aw Hon. MemsER: A magistrate fromanother
distriet might be moroindependent.) Be that
as it way, there are reasons why it is desirahle
that the area of jurisdiction shonld be limited,
—1I do not wish to go inte them—T asay there
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are reasons why it is desirable that, in the vast
extent of this country, justices should he
magistrates of the districte in which they re-
side, us is the case in the United Kingdom,
and that they should mnot have jurisdiction
throughout every other district. Where
will be the inconvenience of that, as
provided in the Bill # Unlessit be in regard to
legal questions, such ns that suggested about
cxecutiag u warrant in distant places, [ see no
objection whatever to the limitation of juris-
diction within particular districts. A4s to a
wan having committed an offence in Perth,
and nfterwards being arrested under a Perth
warrant, say in far away Kimberley, the prac-
tice at present is that the offender would net
be tried in the distant district were he was
arrested, but would be brought to Perth und
tried here. The practice is now, nait will be

. under this Bill, that the offender is brought
back to the district where the offence bas been
committed, and is tried there.  This Bill has
not been brought in for the sake of adding u
useless piece of legisiation to the Statute Book
as the hon. member suggesta. I think there
is some vecesaity for the Bill, and I cannot zee
that it will do any barm, but, en the contrary,
it will do a great deal of good. The hon. mem-
ber did not give any reasons for objecting to
this Bill, except some technical objections asa to
carrying out the law ; but those objections can
be overcome, for I think the ingenuity of the
Attorney - General, together with the in-
genuity of the hon. member for Al-
buny and others, should be sufficient
to put all that right. In this great country,
with its increasing population, and where the
wagisterinl districts which we propose will
each be almost as Jarge as some European
States, 1t is very desirable that distinet magis.
terial distriots should be defined, especially in
those large areus which are becoming so much
populated. If we take the Geraldton district,
for instance, it is hundreds of miles in exteat
and so with others. T hope hon. members will
look into the provisionsof the Bill, and support
the Government on this question, because Ican
assure them this propused limitation of mag-
isterial jurisdiction will be useful in the admin-
istration of justice in thia colony.

Mg, MORAN: I shall support this measure,
and would like to ask the Government to use
o little more care in the appointment of jus-
tices ot the peace in the outlying districts of
the colony. I must aay the Government are
very slow in the matter of appointing jus-
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tices. I also hope that the Government, in
selecting persons to be juslices, will not be
guided altogether by the fact that the people
at the outlying centres of population
ure not knmown to the Government
so well as West Australians may be known to
them. If men who have been prominent else-
where do come to this colony, bringing testi-
monials from other parts to show the positions
they have held there, and in some coses show-
ing that they have been justices of the peace
during periods of ten to twenty years, as in
mapy cases I know of, I think the Government,
thould consider the eligihility of such persons
for appointment as justices nt mining centres
ia this colouy, and that they should be cen-
sidered as being quite a8 eligible as other
persons in the same districts who may have
been known to the Government during longer
periods. Communities on goidfields comprise n
large proportion of persons who have not been
brought up in this colony ; and when the Go-
vornment are appointing justices on goldfields,
they should consider that although some of
these persons, when recommended to the
Government as suitable to be justices, may not
Le so well known to the Government as are
older residentain the colony, yet these persons
ave well known clsewhere as having held posi-
tions which should be a recommendation for
their appointment in this colony. I think that,
by limiting the urese of jurisdiction as pro-
posed in the Bill, the objection I have referred
to will be removed, and that future appeint-
ments made under it, will be more likely to
give satisfaction to the goldfields’ communi-
ties, by securing o more favorable consider-
ation for the appointment of men of ability
and learning, whe have come over here from
other colonies, and who may be willing to act
without pay. More business ia done, in those
matters requiring the presence of a justice of
the pence on the goldfields, than inany part of
the colony. I have known miners put to the
expense and trouble of having to travel dozens
of miles—in some cases hundreds of miles—
because they could not find o justice of the
peace nearer, Yeb all the time there weve
good and suitable men in the particular dis-
tricts—men who had been %¥nown well and
favorably in the other colonies—who might
have been very useful if appointed as justices
at these mining centres. I hope the Govern-
ment will consider this, and that when names
of eligible men are submitted, and are backed
up by stropg recommendations from the par.



Justices Appoiniment Bill.

ticular community, the Government will give
their {avorable consideration to them when
making appeintwents.

Me. MOSS: I agree with the hon. member
for Albany in thinking that this measure is
quite unnecessary. The present system ap-
pears to me to be working remarkably well.
‘The intention of the Bill is that justices ap-
pointed for particular districts shall bave
jurisdiction only within the particnlar district
in each case. It seems to me that the risk of
packing the bench, for the trial of u particular
cage, will be greater under the Bill than if
justices were permitted to act for the whole
colony, as at present. It does seem strange
that B justice who performs certain fune-
tions in the district in which he is sppointed,
should not be capable of performing them in a
neighbouring district which he may be visit-
ing, and where magisterial matters may come
before lam in ordinary course. Clauss 11
provides for the ocase of an offender being
brought from some other distriet to be
tried in the district where the warrant waa
issued, and where the offence is alleged to have
been comwitted ; but unless each magisterial
districtis particularly defined,itmay frequently
become a moot point as to whether a particu-
lur offence has been committed within the dis-
trict where the warrant was issued. Why
should such a complication arise, when the
present system iz working rvinarkably well ?
If some measure could he brought forward for
compelling jusiices to do their duty, and to
sit in Court when required, it would be
-better than-such o measure as this, which I
honestly think will lead to complication
I would wuggest that we should do
here as is duvne in New Zealand, where
the justices are compelled, on receiving a
summons from the clerk of justices in any
Magistrate's Court, 1o attend to the business
of the Court, and the neglect or omission to do
&0 at three consecutive sittings of the Court
diequalifies the particular justice. A notice is
then sent to the Department of Justice, and
the name of that justice is removed (rom the
Cowmission of the Peace. Justices are not ap-
pointed here, or elsewhere, as orbamental
heads; but their services are supposed to be
available to the public. If the Government
would introdace n Bill to deal with that ques-
tion, I should be glad to give it my support.
Iconsider the measure before the House is
unnecessary, and likely to lead to a consider-
able umount of complication.
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Me. LEFROY : I consider it necessary that
soma eteps should be tuken in the direction
proposed in this Bill ; but after what has been
said by members on this side of the House
representing the legal profession, I hope the
Attorney-General will comsider the points
stated, and inform those of us who are not so
well up in the intricacies of law, what is his
opinion in reference thereto, and what is the
real necesgity forthis Bill. 'I'he Attorney-Gen-
eral has not exacily informed us of the peces-
sity there is for preventing justices from acting
outside their particular districts. I do not
know that justices are so anxious to eit on
cases ocourring in districts other than their
own, for I think they find encugh to do in their
own districts, without desiring to sit on cases
elsewhere. The hon. member for Albany seems
to have argued that, nnderthis Bill, an offender
arrested under s wmrrant way have to be
Lrought back to the distriet where the warrant
was issued, in order to be tried before the
justice who issued it. If that, is 8o, it would he
a great inconvenience, but I do not think itcan
be possible that this would bLe 8o, for
I know the Attorney-General well enough to
feel sure he is not likely to allow inconveni-
encer' of that kind to occur. I see that ceriain
non-official acts which are performed by jus-
tices will not he affected by this Bill, and hon.
membera might iook at that part of the Bill.

e ATIORNEY.GENKERAL {(Hon. S.
Burt): The hon. member for Nunnine hos
asked, in regard to Clause 8, why wayors of
municipalities are not included aa justices ex
officie. 'The reason ig that, when the question
cume before this House last session, in conuec-
tion with another Bill, the House decided that
it was not advisable that muyors throughout
the colony should be magistrates by virtue of
their wunicipal office. I canaot say the Go-
vernment are against the proposition thata
mayor should be ez afficio u justice of the
peace, but I think that this principle, i
adopted, should be limited to municipalities
exceeding a certain population as s minimum,
and on that basis I do not think there would
beobjection to it. In making magisterinl dis-
tricts, we do create a little ditfcultyin the try-
ing of criminals, and so on; but]dificulties of
thatkind have been dealt with in England
for the last hundred years. There are
borough magistrates and comnty magis-
trates in England, and their jurisdie-
tiona do mnot clash in practice; there-
fore I say we ehould be able, under this Bill
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to deal with those difficulties as they doin
Queensland, in Vietoria, and in the United
Kingdom. When we come to the considern-
tion of the clanges in commifttee, [ shall be
vrzpared to show how we propose to meet all
iac gbjections that bave been raised. There
are other clawses which I intend to put on the
Notice Paper, which will I think answer all
the points which have been raised as to ques-
tions of administration of the law. What the
Government desire, is the principle of huving
the jurisdiction of wnagistratea limited to dis-
tinet districts. It is embarrassing for the
Governmeni, at times, in dealing with those
outlying parts of our vast country which are
now getting settled, to make suitable appoint-
ments of magistrates; for people like to he
judged, when that hecomes necessary, by
magistrates of whom they have some know-
ledge, and not by justices who may
be strangers or unknown in the district,
as the Premior has stated to the House.
The Bill will create no new position, for at the
present time, if we appoint a magistrate say
in the Beverley district, he keepa teo that dis-
trict in ordinary pructice, and if he happened
to visit Perth or Geraldton, he would not take
port in local affuirs there merely becaunse ha is
& justice having jurisdietion throughount
the colony. I do not think that magistrates
would object to have their juriediction limited
to a certain magisterial district. When a
justice from a country district comes fo Perth
on other business, he does not want to be
hauled about and asked to sit on t¢he Leneh
to denl with magisterial matters arising in
Perth.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

CORRESPONDENCE sE RESUMPTION OF
LANDS AT BUNBURY.

Mz, SIMPSON, in accordance with notice,
moved : * That there be laid on the table of
the House all correspondence connected with
the recent resumption of land for vailway pur-
poses at Bunbury, including the opinions of
the legal advisers of the Crown, and all in-
formation connected with the telegram of the
Premier now upon the table,” He said: It
will be satisfnctory to hon. members, and in
accord with the course suggested by the Pre-
mier, to have this return, which I formally
move for.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
have great pleasure in now laying these papers
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on the table; hut I may he allowed to say that
1 thought the hon. memher would give some
reagons for the wmotion, hecanse ithe hon-
meinber has thought fit, in his place in this
House, to cnst insinuations on me that are
altogether unjustified nnd without o single
jota of foundation. He hus said that be would
ask for the papers, and he put the statement
in & defiant way. The hon. memnber said some-
thing sbout these papers, and I thought he
would give a reason for asking for them. I
can hordly trvst myself to spesk on the sub-
ject, becange I feel so disgnsted with the
course he has puraued. It secmed to me that
an insinuation was thrown out that I had
something to do with the Bunbury arbitra-
tions, The hon. member insinuated that, in
his place in the House; but T defy him, or
anyone else, to say a word against me, or to
make an aspersion which reflecta upon me. 1
never was interested in any way, and had
nothing to do with the Bunbury arbitrations.
No one ever wrote to me about them until long
after they were over—until my respected
friend, Mr. Spencer, wrote to me that the
Government were being put in o wrong posi-
tion, that the arbitration wag over, thnt the
award had been made, but that the Govern-
ment had not patd. I then sent a telegram to
the Attorney-General. fis rejdy will be found
in these papers. T had forgotten it nntil to-
day, when I found it. I do not wish to take
credit for being more honorable than other
people, but Ido object to the hon. memhber for
Geraldton speaking across the House at e as
if I had done something disgraceful or
wrong, without having a scintilla of evidence
to eupport his insinuation. If he continues the
tactics he is pursuing now, I shall have to
throw a little stone at him,  As he livesin a
giass house, it will smash him up. People
who live in glass houses should not throw
stones, and a very little stone will break the
house in which the hon. membher lives. I lay
the papers on the table of the House.

Mg, SIMPSON : I thonk the Premier for the
gracious way in which he bas placed thesc
papets on the table.

Tre PrEnier : You deserve more than T
gave you.

Mg, SIMPSON : In respect to this matter I
waos s2eking information.

Tae PrEsrter : What information were yon
seeking ?

Mg. SIMPSON: This unnecessary warmth
sceme a little unoccountable. In pursuing
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this matter, I am doing what appears per-
fectly right for me to do, and not with a view
to calling out thisextreme warmth.

Tue Premier: If yon are unfair and uu-
just, I get hot.

[10 JuLy, 1895.]

Me. SIMPSON : I am not in possession of .

the facts of the cage.
on debates in this conversational style. I
have not yet seen the papers, but when I
have, I ghall be able to form & just con-
ciusion on the case. No ome can
arrive at a just conclusion until he has perused
all the evidence. The iden of the Prewier
throwing stones is painfully ridiculons—ahuge
gentleman like that throwing stones ata little
fellow like me, Besides, I do not believe if he
were to throw o stone he could hit me, I
never sought his favour a d never feared his
frown. This is my exact position in the matter:
Ieaid T had been informed, and that there
were rawours in connection with these arbi-
trations, which the hon. member ndmitted did
exist, and there wns therefore a basis for wy
sction. Why this unnecessary warmth if
there was nothing wrong? 'I'he Premier ought
to be glad te have the matter wade public
and the whole thing dissipated, and I am
therefore acting in hisinterest as well as in
interests of the conntry. Isay *Let the
galled jade wince; wy withers are unwrung.”
Motion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 6.23 p.m.

Really, we cannot carry .
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Weduesday, 10th July, 1895,

New ewre for Diptherie—Bankmuptey of Member—
Post Office Savings Bank Bl ; first reading—
Adjeurament,

The PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shenton
took the cheir at 4.30 o’clock, p.m.

NEW CURE FOR DIPTHERIA.

Tas How. F. T CROWDER : In nsking the
question atanding in my name, perhaps I may
be permitted to say that it will be generally
agreed there is no more dangerous disense than
diptherin. Up to the present it hos defied the
skill of the best doctors, but lately a substance
known as anti-toxin has been discovered, which
has heen proved Lo be a cure for this foul dis-
ease. The Governmeants of New South Wales
and Victorin have spent money in otaining a
supply of it, and I agk, if this Government is
not alrendy importing any, they will place
themselves in communication with the Geo-
vernments of New South Wales pnd Yictorin,
and cventually obtain a supply, so that it may
be available for the dectors here when re-
gquired. Imnow beg to ask the Miniater of
Mines, Whether the (Government have im-
ported a supply of Anti-Toxin, the new Diph.
theria cure. If not, whether it ia their inten-
tion to immediately do an, so that local doe-
tors can obtuin o supply in case of emergency ?

Tue MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon., E. H.
Witteroom) replied : On enquiry at the
Colonial Hospital—the Colonial Surgeon being
at present ill—T learn that in consequence of
anti-toxin being obtainableatthe Perth Madical
Dispeneary, and from Dr. Tratman, no repre-
sentation has yet been made by the Coloniat
Surgeon ns to the necessity for any importa-
tion of anti-toxin by the Government,.

BANKRUPTCY OF MEMBER.

Tre Hon. F. M. STONE : T beg t0 move :—
= That Thomas Hnrry Marshall, having be-
come disquanlified s a2 member of the Legis-
lative Council, his seat, in nccordance with the
provigions of Section twenty-nine of “The
Constitution Act, 1889,” has become vacant
and that the President do issue a writ for the
election of a member for the West Electoral
Province.” I do mnot think I shall be out of
order in mentioning to hon. members that I



